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Grain Data 


By CIA 


■ ”*#4 ■ f 53fi(y £>an Morgan 

;• -s««hi„ 9 t»„ Post s “ ff MlUei ' 
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■ i J he Central Intelligence 
Ms been collecting 
IpSlpk ^^information, from 
fee VS, companies „n 

SovL^f? ° f grain to the 
f ■ ynion and “‘her 

RflmiT S ,’ eKen thou 8 h ‘ h e 
same da ta is gathered by the 

department of Agriculture. 

§rain export in- 
formation — obtained by the 
^ency s domestic collections , 
^geh, which often debriefs 
optnessmen who travel 
abroad — is used Jo-aaake 

Officials ha vein (Seated ' 
to me past that they consider 
supplies to be an im- 
portant element of national 
security, and possibly a useful 
gauge of international 
behavior of the Soviet Union a 
major grain importer. 

iM^nt series of detailed CIA 
SSl, J2 to gram c ^panies 
K s requests for in- 
fe^natiom on worldwide 
Russian demand for grain 
^estimates worId sales to 

? American 

x $*?' 5*^“, “'f* yesterday 
mat he had no idea why the 
J4A was collecting the in- 

®7 e %I n 197 i’ Congress 

. the department 
r^ponsibihty for compiling 
reports of all grain 

fhit S abro f, d - In addition to 
J"°se weekly reports, u.S- 
psep iirnis are now required 

with ^ department 

hours of any sale 
gfeeCding 100,000 metric tons 
Referrmg to the duplicate 

the 

weeK. They stay in touch 
with us ail the time,” 
Edward W . Cook, chairman of 
?r® Do ^ r ,,°‘ Cook Industries, 
tnc., of Memphis, said in an 
interview that he often reports 
rt?f ™v e ‘“formation to both 
the CIA and the Agriculture 
Department “They stay in 

a?! 20 !. w ‘ ^ P®°Pl e who are 
“W business with areas in 
which they are interested," he 
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saia. "it could be Brazil, could 
be Russia, or it could be 

about the sales than the 
Agriculture Department gets, 
tiding, “There doesn’t seem 
to be much coordination in 
Washington.” A department 
flflkial said rrcenUy that it 
the 

CIA’s export data was 
reaching top officials of the 
Agriculture Department 
before the department’s owa 
CIA officials could not be 
reached for comment 
yesterday. 
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